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Ethics in Research
Ethics is one of the key important aspects of any profession that set the standards of behavior of people. In the criminal justice system, ethics is important because it ensures that everyone completes his or her duties as expected, but also according to the standards that respect the integrity and lives of others. Researchers are also expected to follow a certain ethical standard as they undertake their studies in which they are required to highlight and include the ethical procedures that they used in their research. When they do not, it can be ruled that they have not considered an ethical process to achieve their research. In the article “Correctional officer burnout: Further analyses,” the researchers explain how they sent emails to over 800 correctional officers in an attempt to get their response in the survey. However, they have failed to indicate informed consent to the subjects. Therefore, the searchers faced an ethical challenge of informing the subjects on the research process and how their information would be protected. 
Researchers are expected to follow the ethical standards to avoid ethical issues that may emerge from their research. Informed consent is one such issue that may come out of a research process. It is the responsibility of the researcher to ensure that the subjects understand the research process. If their data is required, they need to understand what will be done to protect their information. Morgan et al. (2002) conducted a random survey but failed to take the subjects through the process. Even though the survey was voluntary, as it seems from the response rate, the researchers did not highlight the procedure they used to convince participants to participate in the research.
Further, informed consent involves the researchers teaching or helping the participants understand the benefits of the research they are getting involved in. As such, the research must inform the participants on any information that may not harm them. However, to do this, the researcher must be aware of the emotional, cultural, and physical aspects of the participants to be able to communicate with them. Informed consent, therefore, means that the researchers are giving the participants an opportunity to take part in the research willingly after they have understood everything involved in the process. In some cases, they must sign a consent disclaimer to ensure that they are willingly involved in the process. In Morgan et al.’s study, this has not been explained, and it is difficult to assume that they undertook their participants in the process. 
Solving this kind of ethical issue starts with understanding the research requirement and process well. The research should have understood that it is important to include the research procedure and alongside include the ethical process that they used. Therefore, including this section in the research is important because it shows that the researcher was aware of the ethical standards and requirements. From the article, the authors explained their research method process and the inclusion criteria, but they have not highlighted the ethical consideration part. 
Informed consent involves various things in research, including voluntary participation, noncorrosive disclaimer form, informing the participants on the process, and how they are going to benefit from it. This means that one must be open and sincere in the process. Ethics are broadly set of rules that can be written or unwritten to govern the expectations of the researchers and their behavior. Various researchers have been highlighted where the researchers’ expectations are misguided by their ambitions to achieve something that has never been attained before. There are cases in the criminal justice system where researchers used human beings as test subjects. In research, ethical procedures set out how the researchers are expected to behave and why. In the case of Morgan et al.’s study, informed consent would help enhance the public’s confidence in the research. Therefore, every researcher must ensure that they follow the research ethical procedures and standards. Such kind of ethical standards further supports the important social and moral values in the research process. Scientific researchers can be carried away by their ambitions. As such, ethics ensure that those ambitions are in line with respect for human life, and there is no harm that can come to the participants. Even though the research process in the Morgan et al.’s study did not involve anything harmful, but it would have been appropriate to include the ethical procedure section just to ensure that the research follows the standards, considering that it involved taking information from the participants. In this age of technology, the protection of personal information is becoming a crucial thing, and researchers must also put into consideration that fact. 
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